
Using FreshGrade as an Alternative Reporting Tool - 2020 

 

 

 

Dear Families, 

 

I would like to give you some information about FreshGrade digital portfolios that I 

will be using this year in place of traditional report cards to document your child’s learning 

over time. FreshGrade is an eportfolio that allows for current and relevant assessment 

information to be communicated in a timely manner in a way that is easy to understand. 

FreshGrade digital portfolios reflect the guiding principles and beliefs established for 

elementary report cards in Saanich since they: 

● Celebrate learning and growth (progress over time) in relation to widely held 

expectations about children’s development and learning  

● Assist in moving student learning forward through collaborative partnerships 

between students, parents/guardians and teachers. 

● Are personal and reflect the teacher’s knowledge of the individual as a learner. 

● Include comments that are strength-based and reflect what the learner is able to do 

as well as areas for continued growth. 

 

The process of reporting using eportfolios is supported by our school board as well 

as recent Ministry of Education changes to curriculum and reporting standards. This move to 

ongoing reporting, constitutes a change in how teachers assess, evaluate, and communicate 

learning. The eportfolio is not an additional form of reporting and therefore replaces 

traditional paper report cards sent home in December and March. 

 

Student portfolios will document student learning through a variety of posts in the 

form of photos, videos, teacher comments, student reflections, family comments, uploaded 

documents and/or links to websites.  All portfolios will include two student progress reports 

(summative comments about how your child is doing in reading, writing and numeracy) 

posted in December and March, as well as attendance information. In June (Term 3), I will 

provide a final, written report that summarizes student learning over the course of the 

school year. The summative report will include information about the student’s strengths, 

areas for continued growth and development, ways to support the student learning at home 

and at school, information related to the student’s achievement and performance in 

relation to the Proficiency Scale for each area of study, and student self-assessment of their 

ability in relation to the Core Competencies. 

 



Once you sign the Web-based Tools consent form that went home last week,  I will 

be able to create an online portfolio for your child. If you prefer to have traditional paper 

report cards each term instead of an eportfolio, please let me know as soon as possible. 

 

I will send out an electronic invitation via email with a link to your child’s portfolio 

within the next few weeks. You simply need to click the link and create a free account. I can 

also create accounts for other family members including grandparents, as 

long as I have their email address. If you have any questions about how to 

access your child’s portfolio, please contact me right away so I can help. A 

reminder that you can access your child’s portfolio from any computer, 

tablet or smartphone (through the app) once you have created an account. 

 

The portfolios are most effective when families check them regularly and offer 

comments on their child’s learning and development.  

 

 

Many thanks, 

 

 

Tracey Westwood 

twestwood@saanichschools.ca 

 


